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which flows in an ever-widening and deepening
channel through all the centuries of Christian
history.

Hardly less mistaken are those who speak as if
the real author of missions were St. Paul. The
Church universal is too deeply in the great Apostle's
debt to be in any real danger of forgetting him
or belittling his work. But when it is suggested
that Christianity is mainly the creation of his
eager brain and fervent heart, the ordinary reader
of the New Testament may be forgiven if he
declines to treat the suggestion seriously. He
knows too well how St. Paul thought of himself,
and of his relation to Christ, ever to be under the
temptation to set him in the seat of his Master.
How, he asks himself, would the Apostle have
answered those who sought to do him this strange
dishonour ? No, St. Paul was an apostle, even as
the rest, by the will of Christ.

This, then, is the conclusion to which our brief
discussion has led us : the source of Christian
missions is to be found, not in St. Paul, still less
in the activities of contemporary Judaism, but in
the declared will and purpose of Christ Himself.
True, the sayings in which these find expression
are comparatively few, and even these few may not
have reached us in the precise form in which they
fell from our Lord's lips. There is, nevertheless,